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Mid American Ag and Hort Services Under New Administration 

 

Toledo, Ohio – Mid American Ag and Hort Services, Inc. (MAAHS), formerly under contract 

with the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation for management and administrative services, is now 

under the direction of the Center for Innovative Food Technology (CIFT) located at 5555 Airport 

Highway, Suite 100, Toledo, Ohio 43615. MAAHS is the labor organization dedicated to 

simplifying labor issues and transforming human resources for Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio 

agricultural and horticultural businesses. 

 

Shari Plimpton, Ph.D., Program Manager of Industry Outreach for CIFT has been named the new 

Executive Director for MAAHS. Plimpton steps into the role after former Executive Director, 

John Wargowsky, was promoted into a new position with the Ohio Farm Bureau. Wargowsky 

leaves the program after serving in the director position since the program’s inception in 2001. 

 

“Although his involvement and expertise will be missed with the MAAHS program, John will 

continue to work with us to develop a network of resources and specialists to ensure the 

program’s continued success,” noted Dr. Plimpton. “We will continue to manage the Human 

Resource Management and Food Safety Initiatives through the USDA Risk Management Agency 

grants along with all existing services that MAAHS has established.” 

 

Dr. Plimpton has been involved with the MAAHS program since October 2002 with the 

Specialty Crop Food Safety Initiative. This initiative is well recognized for helping fruit and 

vegetable producers meet marketplace demands through Good Agricultural Practices education, 

and on-farm consultations for Third Party Audits. Dr. Plimpton has developed a positive 

reputation for helping fruit and vegetable producers adapt good agricultural practices into 

customized food safety plans and has a strong background in food business, including plant 

management, food safety practices, and microbiology.  

 

If you would like more information about Mid American Ag and Hort Services (MAAHS), 

contact Deanne Maus, Labor and HR Associate, 419-724-2930, maahsadmin@eisc.org or visit 

www.midamservices.org. MAAHS can also be reached via fax at 419-531-8465. 

 

MAAHS is a unique non-profit, membership-based consortium of associations, organizations 

and employers organized to meet the educational, regulatory compliance assistance and labor 

recruiting needs of agricultural and horticultural employers in Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio. New 

members are welcome. 
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